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There follow pertinent excerpts from Asst. Secy. Bundy 
TV 

ABC interview 6 August: 

QUOTE: Q. Mr. Dundy, how about these Communist reports that 

they attacked our destroyers because our destroyers were 
escorting, protecting, or backing up in some way South 
Vietnamese warships that attacked the North Vietnamese coast? 

A. well, the North Vietnamese assert that South 
Vietnamese small boats of some sort attacked two islands off 
the coast of North Vietnam, I think on the night of the 31st. 
(The attack actually took place midnight 30»31st and, strangely, 
DRV asserted that it occurred at noon of 3Cth.) 

However, the key point here is that even if such 

^ » 

an attack took place, our destroyer had no part whatsoever in 
any such action, and was a very substantial distance away' at 
the time, at least yx 60 miles away from the two islands in 
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question , and- steaming in another direction. (In -fact, KAiMJCX was 120 

W> 

miles south, steaming along the 17 th Parallel.) 

And then, in ac&ditior., of course , assuming this took place or. the 

night of the 31st, the attack on the MAQ0C.)t, the destroyer involved, 

didn't cone for at least 24 hours aft errand. (In- -fact, the attack on 

the MA.hXIi tocK place wore than, two d&ys later. N 

t£e Relieve that Hanoi fcanev, skiculd have known perfectly well where 
that destroyer was, a-fxeL. that it wouhd have r c co&mtsctiem. with, these 
attacks on those i s lands i€ -they Eoc/k- piece. 

CJ. So you Valiev® that charge thee to be -false. 


A. I am ictenf that i£ is -f-else , and I a - :;, sure that t'rey realize 
this too. i:i.< 1XT~; 

Secretary McNamara's press co:aferenc.e reanar&s on subject alleged 

\J 

South Vietnamese ^HSSH± 2 crsr±:Urnx ettec-te August b follow: 

C . Have there heerv ar»v f.i'cihlervts -fekat jycu know involving the South 

Vietnamese vessels Korfck Yietnejvese’. 

4. Sc, none t-Kat I ioicra c.f, a.1 tUonp A. I fc-kfrik. Shat I should mention 
to you tfete Scsu*sH_7j etn^ase naval p'et-roi activities that ore carried cr. 
to prevent the mfflfcrat-ic.x cf. «-»>ess. w&fcerf.e]. froeu the Alert '4. into the 

South. 

In the last sereru/oenthe of P.Sb 1, fev era- e-L*, ubs-ut F. ,4SM -cer. were 
infiltrated across the 17 eh. rzrsi±gs Parallel £rcsrs. Herts. 7ie.tr an: into 
South Vietnam. Tc prevent further **a£il tr a 1 1 o: .s of that kind, the South 
Vietnamese with cur assistance have set up a naval patrol which is very 
active in that area which continues to inspect and examine junks and 
their personnel . 
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In one eight-month period that I can recall they discovered 
l4o Vietcong infiltrators . END QUOTE' 

Our judgment is we cannot categorically deny any GVN action 
against North Vietnamese islands nor generally GVN harrassing 
activities against North Vietnamese coast. We are pointing out 
that heavy NVN infiltration men and equipment by sea over a 
considerable period has required defensive measures, including 
patrols by small SVN craft, searching of junks, and action 
against known infiltration bases. We have not, and do not intend, 
give specific detail. Nevertheless, would be helpful if GVN 
spokesmen emphasized extent of sea infiltration and generally 
described type of limited responsive action which has been 
forced upon GVN. 

If debate 
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If debate develops in UN, we assume that among other charges. 
Communist Bloc will attempt paint picture provocation by SVN-TJS 
harrassment of islands and DRV coast. Would be useful for Saigon 
authorities counter this, not by denying all activity, but by 
describing massive sea infiltration by NVN which has forced GW 
to take limited defensive action over the past several years . 

We, of course, have categorically denied any connection between 
these activities and U.S. forces generally and DeSoto patrols in 
particular. 

GP-3 End 
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